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1 Introduction

1.1  The Expert Committee
Hans Peter Jensen, Professor of Chemistry, forraetoRof the Technical University

of Denmark, Chairman.

Friedrich Seifert, Professor Emeritus of Geochemiahd Geophysics, University of
Bayreuth, Germany.

Ann Kettle, Honorary Senior Lecturer in Mediaevalstdry, University of St

Andrews, Scotland.

1.2 Liaison Officer
Eirikur Smari Sigurdarson, Head of Division for &we and Innovation, The

Icelandic Centre for Research — RANNIS, Reykjaldk]and.

1.3  Terms of Reference
The expert committee is appointed according tockat# of Rules No. 37 on Doctoral

Studies in Higher Education Institutions to proviégéerence of the ability of higher
education institutions to provide Doctorate degreBse committee is to base its

reference on the components of Article 3 of theesant. They are:

a. Role and objectives of higher education institusiéor organising doctoral
studies.
b. Definition of doctoral studies with regard to theathnal Qualification

Framework issued by the Minister of Education.

C. Title of degree and duration of doctoral study pamgme.

d. Description of admission requirements and demarats shtisfactory
preparation.

e. Description of application procedure.

f. Information about structure of doctoral study adstnation, including
doctorate committee, doctoral defence and quatiina requirements of
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examiners.

g. Accreditation of the field of study by the Ministof Education, Science
and Culture.

h. Supervisors’ position within the relevant studyldieactivity in research
and published work.

I. Information about the structure of research adtigitand future strategy
within the relevant field of study.

J- Information about relation between undergraduatd graduate study
programmes and the number of graduated studeMsasters level for the
past few years.

K. Position of the higher education institution withhe study and research
field and its sub-fields in international comparnsaCooperation with
research institutions at national and internatideskl, higher education
institutions and companies.

Description of financing of doctoral studies.

In writing the report the committee noted a sectiothe application, marked with an

“i”, that did not fit the headings under Article @Gn closer examination the committee
discovered that section “i” is indeed includedhe tcelandic version of the rules but
is not in the English translation on which it waked to base its evaluation. Part “i”
states: “Information on facilities and theoreticakources, number of teaching staff
and their education and experience”. The commdemeded to address this part of the

application under heading “h”.

1.4  Working Method

The committee received an application with appesxlisee Appendix 2) by email
from the Ministry of Education, Science and Cultwe 25 October 2007. The
committee made a site visit to Reykjavik Univerdtipecember 2007 (see Appendix
1). It had the opportunity to hold discussions va#mnior management, potential PhD
students and supervisors and stakeholders and dio &b the facilities of the
Department of Computer Science. The committee densd its conclusions and gave

its first impressions to Ministry representativas 4 December 2007. Ann Kettle,
4
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Friedrich Seifert and Eirikur Smari Sigurdarson tera first draft of the report on 5
December, excluding the final sections. The drafs went to Hans Peter Jensen, who
added the final sections and made suggestionshforges to the rest of the text. The

committee agreed on a final version of the repgréfail.

The descriptive parts of the final version weretsenReykjavik University for a
check on factual errors and misinterpretations onJa®uary 2008. Reykjavik

University had no comments to the report.

15 Short evaluation of the work process
The Expert Committee functioned well from it firsbeeting in Iceland on 3

December. The members of the committee complemeedeth other in a well-
balanced way, both during discussions with reptesees from RU and among

themselves.

Writing this report has been done in cooperatioer dkie internet.

The foreign experts have in a very constructive Wwagn supported in all practical
aspects by Dr. Eirikur Smari Sigurdarson from RANNIThe experts are very
grateful to Eirikur Sigurdarson for the professicerad unstinting support he provided

during the working period of the committee.

2 Reykjavik University

The Department of Computer Science has operated thhe foundation of Reykjavik
University in 1998. It traces its roots to an earicomputing college (TVIi) founded
more than a decade eatrlier. In this time, the Oepant of Computer Science has

grown very fast.

In fall 2003, the department founded a researobrted M.Sc. programme in
5
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computer science. This is a two-year programme avkirdents spend a full year on
an individual research project under the supermisid the department’s faculty
members. In autumn 2005, the program was exparaatiow for a course-oriented
focus, but the majority of the students still haveesearch-oriented focus. As of
January 2007 seven students have graduated andd#hts are currently enrolled in

this M.Sc. program.

An application was originally submitted to the Mitry of Education, Science and
Culture in December of 2004. It was resubmittedofeing the new regulations

regarding PhD studies which came into force onahtdry 2007.

Reykjavik University has asked for a speedy comafu$o its application, as it has

students working on their doctoral dissertations.

3 State of Planning for PhD Studies at RU

a. Roles and objectives of higher education institions for organising doctoral
studies

The overall role and mission of Reykjavik Univeysiis to enhance the
competitiveness of industry in Iceland and it isgidered that this is most effectively
done by graduating well educated students, abdedept leadership roles in industry.
One of the ways of achieving this goal is to offesearch degrees. The Department of
Computer Science is the strongest in Iceland amd @im in applying for the
accreditation of a doctoral programme is to strieegtfurther the research programme
of the department and to afford students the oppdasyt to participate in the research
taking place. The first article of the regulatidios the PhD program in Computer
Science states that ‘the goal of the programmed iprepare students for leading

careers in academia and industry’.

The committee heard from the Rector of the Univergiat the application from the
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Department of Computer Science, which was firss@néed in 2004, was regarded as
an essential stage in the development of the Usiiyer In the opinion of the
committee the role and objectives of the propogegrmamme are appropriate and in
accordance with the overall role and mission ofunesersity.

b. Definition of doctoral studies with regard to tre National Qualification
Framework issued by the Minister of Education

The academic requirements for the award of a PhCoimputer Science are set out in
the regulations and state that a successful graduast: demonstrate a systematic
understanding of the field of computer science aratery of the associated skills
and methods of research; demonstrate the abilipptweive, design, implement and
adapt a substantial process of research with sthatéegrity, demonstrate the ability
to make a contribution through original researclat textends the frontier of
knowledge by developing a substantial body of waoskme of which merits
international refereed publication; demonstrate acdp for critical analysis,
evaluation and synthesis of new and complex idemsnonstrate capacity to
participate actively in their academic communitylda communicate with peers, the

larger scholarly community and with society in gah@about their areas of expertise.

The programme is a three to four year course alyspuoviding 180 to 240 credits at
cycle 3, level 4. Students entering the programmee expected to have a wide
background in computer science from an MSc Progiéme. breadth requirement to
demonstrate a systematic understanding of the dieldbomputer science and mastery
of the associated skills and methods of researahnets by requirements to pass a
course in Research Methodology and the equivalémvo graduate courses from
each of three major areas of Computer Sciencee®stApplications and Theory; all
course work should be completed within the firsaryef study. The remaining
academic requirements are satisfied through worlkadhesis and are verified by

means of the evaluation process.

The committee was provided with the Learning Outesrfor a PhD in Computer
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Science. These corresponded to the criteria seinotite third cycle, level 5 of the
National Qualification Framework for Iceland. Theatning outcomes covered
knowledge and understanding, type of knowledgestima skills, theoretical skills,
communication skills and information literacy aneaining skills. The learning
outcomes in the National Qualification Frameworkl li@en appropriately adapted to
the discipline of Computer Science. The learnintisskection, in particular, provided
a detailed description of how doctoral students ld/@cquire the skills to develop a
critical assessment of the present state of knayeléa their field of research.

In the opinion of the committee the academic resqunents of the program fulfil the
requirements of level 5 of the third cycle of thatidnal Qualification Framework for
Iceland.

c. Title of degree and duration of doctoral study ppgramme

The title of the degree is ‘Doctor of Philosophy &hD’. The length of the
programme is not less than three and not morefthanyears of full-time study. Part
of the programme, from three to twelve months, nesspent at another university or

research institute.

d. Description of admission requirements and demarslfor satisfactory
preparation

The criteria for admission are the completion oMf®c degree and the demonstration
of strong potential for further graduate study. Tdiger is judged by means of letters
of recommendation, performance in courses, pulbieai etc. In view of the

varieties of grading schemes used around the woolgninimum grade for admission

Is stipulated but international students are agkedubmit GRE scores and, as the
official language of the program is English, TOE&tores are required from non-
native English speakers. Additional preparatoryrsesl may be required of students

with degrees in areas other than computer science.

8
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e. Description of application procedure

The application procedure is laid out in the regjates. Application and notification
deadlines are posted on the university web-site appldications must be submitted
electronically or by mail by the advertised deagllikach application must include:
confirmation of the MSc degree, or an expected ggtidn date; an official transcript
of the applicant’s graduate and undergraduate pmgtogether with a statement,
where it is available, of the ranking of the apght with respect to other graduates
from the programs; three letters of recommendatiom those familiar with the
applicant’s work; a ‘statement of purpose’ writteynthe applicant which includes an
outline of the research direction which the appiicaishes to pursue, as well as a
proposal for a particular faculty member to supmrvihe doctoral thesis; any
additional information that can aid in the assesgméthe strengths and weaknesses
of the applicant; detailed course descriptions o&dgate and undergraduate

programmes.

Applications are considered by the research cowfdhe Department of Computer
Science which makes a recommendation on acceptancejection, based on the
applicant’s qualifications, the commitment of a lified supervisor and availability of

funding. The research council also decides whetwyr preparatory courses are
necessary. The final decision is made by the hé#oeadepartment and the applicant
is notified in writing, with justification given wdn necessary for rejection. On
admission the student is given a written contrapgcifying research duties and,
where applicable, other duties such as teachimge¢dintract also specifies the support

and other facilities which will be available to tbiident.
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f. Information about structure of doctoral study administration, including
doctorate committee, doctoral defence and qualifid@ns requirements of
examiners

The research council of the Department of Comp8t@ence, whose members are
elected annually, manages the programme. A studantly accepted if a permanent
member of the staff of the department agrees tcemakie their supervision. The
thesis supervisor must hold a PhD degree and beagmnised expert in the intended
area of the thesis and an active participant inritexnational research community in
that field. Joint supervision is possible when rtgearch integrates the research areas
of two members of the department, particularlynterdisciplinary projects. In jointly
supervised projects, one of the supervisors idaading supervisor and the other is
the co-supervisor. The co-supervisor may be extetmathe department or the
University but must meet all the other requireméatsupervisors. The responsibility
of the supervisor is to be regularly availablehe student, to make every reasonable
effort to provide the student with enough insightbithe research area, pointers for
reading, and facilities for conducting researchldvwang admission, the student and
the supervisor create a plan for satisfying thedite requirements of the programme,
which is reviewed by the research council. Once filzan has been executed, the

research council reviews the results.

Before the end of the first year of study and amnsas the student has formulated a
research proposal, a thesis committee is appoibiedhe research council in
cooperation with the thesis supervisor. The consmittomprises at least three
members, each meeting the requirements for supesyiand at least one member
must be external to Reykjavik University. In theseaof co-supervision, the thesis
committee must have two members other than thergigpes. At least one of the
members of the committee must have experience persising PhD students. The
role of the thesis committee is to guide the sttdewards the completion of the
research project. Before the end of the first y&astudy the student must submit a
research proposal which contains: the backgroundraf motivation for, the project;
a well-defined plan for research, including topitcs be studied, initial results,
techniqgues and/or ideas. The thesis proposal defeonsists of a short open
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presentation, followed by a closed session with ttiesis committee. The thesis
committee decides if the student has passed thenckef failed the defence, or if
major revisions are required. In the case of magwisions, a second thesis proposal
defence must be scheduled within three months, wherstudent either passes or

fails.

Before the end of the second year of study, thdestumust submit a research
progress report which must update the thesis pedpmsd contain the following:

updated background and motivation for the projegigated plan for research,
including the topics to be studied; intermediateuts, techniques and/or ideas. The
thesis committee reviews the report and providedldack to the student. In the case
of an unsatisfactory report, a second progressrrepay be requested within three
months. If progress is again unsatisfactory, thelesit may be expelled from the
program by the chair of the department, followingrewommendation from the

research council.

The research thesis is submitted to the thesis dttemml2 weeks before graduation.
The thesis must represent a body of original, idial research work, which in
guantity and quality matches or exceeds the expectaof the thesis committee. A
thesis examiner is appointed by the research cbimaooperation with the thesis
supervisor. The thesis examiner must meet the rameints for supervisors and be
external to Reykjavik University. The role of thleesis examiner is to offer an
independent assessment of the quality of the stdminibesis and should therefore not
have been involved in the development of the rebeanrk presented in the thesis. A
thesis defence takes place before the gradingeothigsis. The thesis defence must be
attended by the thesis examiner, as well as thergigpr(s) and at least one other
thesis committee member. Committee members wharaable to attend the defence
may send a list of questions or suggestions tcsthéent and supervisor before the
defence. The defence starts with an open presemtétr 45 minutes by the PhD
student, followed by 15 minutes of open questidrig thesis committee and thesis
examiner then hold a closed session with the studée thesis is graded pass/fail by
the thesis committee and thesis examiner. The ctteennay also assign a grade of

11
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incomplete and request minor revisions. The conemitinay also require major
revisions and in that case a second and final deferust be held, preferably no later
than six months after the original thesis defefit® final version of the thesis, which
takes into account any comments by committee mesnbeust be signed by all the
committee members. The thesis committee must aldée ashort report on the thesis
and submit it to the student. The student mustigeofive copies of the final thesis
for the Reykjavik University Library, two of whictvill be given to the Icelandic

National Library for conservation. In addition thieesis must be delivered to the
Reykjavik University Library in digital form for galication on the Reykjavik

University web-site.

In the opinion of the committee the structure psgabfor the administration of the
PhD program is sound and provides an appropriategwork for the supervision and

assessment of doctoral students.

g. Accreditation of the field of study by the Minidry of Education, Science and
Culture.

The Faculty of Engineering and Technology at RewikjaUniversity received

accreditation to award masters degrees within tieéd fof Engineering and

Technology on 3 September 2007. The field of Engyiimg and Technology includes
Computer Science.

h. Supervisors’ position within the relevant studyfield, activity in research and
published work

The structure of the Department of Computer Sciavitle respect to individual study
fields and recent activities in research, teachandg published work is adequately
described in the annual report for 2006, submittéti the application. For all the
potential supervisorsurricula vitae were also included, providing information on

their careers, expertise in special fields, pulbibces and teaching activities.

12
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The mission of the department is defined as comydiigh quality research in
selected, relevant areas of computer science. Tdress are:

- Analysis and Design of Intelligent Agents

- Databases

- Theoretical Computer Science

- Language Technology.

In addition, there is research activity in the dielof Networking, Human Computer
Interaction, Distance Learning, and Usability. bilaboration with the University of
Iceland there is activity in the field of Decisi@upport and there is a commitment to
set up a Secure Systems Laboratory.

The committee found that, in terms of infrastrueiuthe Department of Computer
Science is well equipped for research in the aab@mye by on-line access to digital
library services and inter-library loans. Signifitaand adequate hardware and
software for experiments in computer science isilavie, including advanced

facilities for experiments in human-computer inttian.

The selected areas of research are brought tbyligehighly qualified and active staff
of scientists (16 academic staff, three affiliatedmbers of staff, two post-docs and
two potential PhD students), complemented by sabistanumbers of visiting faculty.

Among the permanent academic staff there are faofegsors, four associate
professors (plus one expected to join soon) andtemssistant professors.

Numerically, this staff complement is adequatedweet the areas mentioned above.

Out these staff, eight faculty members are curyeqtialified to supervise PhD
students according to the rules set out in Artictd the application, which exceed the
minimum requirements as defined in Article 2 of Meistry’s rules on Doctoral
Studies in Higher Education Institutions accorditay article 7 of the Higher
Education Act no. 63/2006.

13
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The supervisors are publishing well in internatlojoarnals, in the proceedings of
international conferences and workshops, and aigor editing books and book
chapters. They are highly visible internationalhdavell networked by holding joint
positions in overseas universities, membershipntdrnational councils, boards and
steering committees, through continuing contacthwiheir former or home
universities and companies, as well as newly forimégrnational contacts through
research collaborations, joint programmes, etc. afgd (ca. 500 participants)
international conference in the field of computaesces is planned for the year 2008
in Reykjavik. Due to their qualifications and expece, staff have been very

successful in attracting funds from a variety airses.

I. Information about the structure of research actvities and future strategy
within the relevant field of study

Research activities are well focussed in the fofmesearch centres in the areas given
above, but the structure is flexible enough foramgion as special needs arise or
opportunities come along. Staff seem to be wellrawhat focussing will also be
necessary in the future and that they can onlyeaehiheir ambitious goal to become
one of the top 20 computer science departments candnavia if they hire

exceptionally qualified researchers at all levels.

j- Information about relation between undergraduateand graduate study
programmes and the number of graduate students at &sters level for the past
few years

The total number of students enrolled in the degmeeses offered by the department
is about 300, and out of these, 20 are enrollethéninternational MSc program in
Computer Science. The total number of BSc studgrtduated since the start of the

programme in 2000 is 471.

The MSc program started in 2003, and the first ettidgraduated in 2005. As of
January 2007, seven students had graduated. lgrihigp, five students have had a
14
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research focus, and each student had at least wblegiion in an international
workshop or conference. Currently there is a totaline graduations, and 20 students

are enrolled. The aim for the future is an enrolhaoér25 students.

k. Position of the Higher Education Institution within the study and research
field and its subfields in international comparison Cooperation with research
institutions at national and international level, higher education institutions and
companies

On the basis of a presentation, the research rémoPD06 and the self-evaluation of
the staff, the committee concluded that the rebeprogramme of the Department of
Computer Science is already now on a similar levéhat of cutting-edge institutions
worldwide. For additional quality assurance, theffshave agreed to undergo a first
international research evaluation, and further watadns are planned every 3 to 5

years.

The committee was impressed by the strong resdiakchto many (some 30) leading
groups in top universities and companies worldwidbese contacts are being
actively used, not only for research but also tadent exchanges (presently only up
to MSc level). Such contacts will be very usefut #8hD students who will be
required to study at another university or reseamstitute for 3 to 12 months during

their course of study.

On a national level, there are contacts with a remdf IT companies, and limited
contacts (more on a personal than institutionaishp&s computer science activities at

the University of Iceland.

|. Description of financing of doctoral studies

The doctoral program in Computer Science will baeafficially supported by

Reykjavik University. Also, Reykjavik University ennels part of the annual grant

for research support received from the MinistryEafucation to the Department of
15
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Computer Science, and this will be partly used wppsrt the PhD program. In
addition, grants obtained by staff members fromri&arEU or industry can be used
to finance PhD work. In the opinion of the staffeir salaries are fairly competitive.

The committee concludes that the financing of dattstudies is satisfactory.

4 Issues arising

In dialogue with the Rector, staff, students arakaholders at Reykjavik University

the following issues were discussed.

1. RU plans a larger master’'s programme than the cug&@ students. This
ambition is a challenge in view of the fierce hardmpetition with
industry which is in great need of IT competencd &nwilling to appoint
young staff with bachelor’'s degrees.

In the opinion of the committee, Icelandic indussiyould be aware of this

difficulty for RU, and thus make appointments wtidre and in dialogue with the

university sector. It should also be consideredsinds to offer contracts to
industrial staff with bachelor’'s degrees with timéowed for the completion of

master’s and doctoral degrees.

2. RU wishes to open its PhD programme to internatishadents and will
offer stipends and teaching positions in orderttmaet students onto the
programme. RU will in this connection rely on vargopartner universities
with which RU has exchange agreements. RU expeostiynstudents
from Europe, South East Asia and Africa; AmericatDPstudents will
probably not be interested in studying in Iceland.

It is the opinion of the committee that internadbetudents on the Ph.D. program

are essential to make the learning environmeny tniérnational.

3. In relation to the international dimension of thregosed PhD programme

at Reykjavik University issues such as opportusite research leave and
16



Report on the Accreditation of Doctorate Degree€amputer Science at Reykjavik University.

gender balance were discussed. The evaluation deanped that research
leave is allowed on a regular basis and on fuldrgalin addition there are
always many visiting scholars in the department.fé&sas the gender
balance is concerned this is a difficult issue lasraé are few women
qualified in the area of computer science and #igodiscipline attracts
relatively few female students.

The committee commends the University’s researatidgolicy. It is aware that

there is one woman among the full time staff indbepartment and appreciates the

fact that the department is fully aware of the gerizhlance issue.

4. The question arose as to whether the present (@&ficademic staff, 3
affiliated members of staff, 2 post docs and 2 piodé PhD students) was
large enough to support six different research gsout was, however,
argued that the department works extensively imvoeks with the result
that the groups are in reality much bigger thary dygpear.

The committee accepts this argument, but would wisemphasize that critical

mass is an essential element in experimentallyntatesciences in today’s world.

5. Financial support for research and PhD studentsamather subject that
came up for discussion. Apart from money from R¥ tiepartment has
some international grant income, mainly from Euaspsources, and it is
giving applications for international money highapity. As far as PhD
students are concerned, the plan is to award studerfixed stipend
(around 250.000 ISK per. Month, plus a bench fed ef 4.5 MISK per
year). In return PhD students will be asked to@uoes teaching (up to 20%
of the time available for PhD study).

The committee finds all this to be excellent andaccordance with rules and

procedures for PhD students at other institutiorisurope and the USA.

6. The budget for the whole department was discusfie@mounts to
approximately 400M ISK with 60% expended on satarie
The committee acknowledges that sufficient mondy %el of the total budget) is
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set aside in the department for running costs.

7. The relationship and collaboration with the sist@partment in the
University of Iceland was briefly discussed. Icigrently a delicate issue
but there are some collaborative projects betwaeividuals going on.
The extension of this collaboration in the futueceiticlude PhD courses
would be welcomed by RU.

The committee appreciates the delicacy of thisesbut urges RU to work on the

matter in order to create enough critical massfoy,example, a PhD summer

school on very specialised subjects with foreigpegts invited to give lectures.

8. During discussion of the deliberative structureRtJ and its schools and
departments it became clear that students do mtitipate in the Graduate
Study Council or, for that matter, in any other fgbar council in the
university. Representatives from the Student Uraoe however, invited
to important meetings (policy meetings) and wilsalbe present at
department meetings.

The committee takes note of this but would likeptmint to the fact that it is

becoming common in a number of countries known émimers of the committee

for student representatives to participate asmginbers of boards and councils in

their institution.

9. During discussions with various groups the questainthe risk of
inbreeding when PhD programmes are added to thHenitie university
structure was brought up. This question provokedcchmooncern from
students, staff and stakeholders. First and forememesentatives from
the university argued that without PhD programnoesandic universities
would not be truly competitive universities. Thebiieeding question,
however, is very much in focus and will be tackleg attracting PhD
students from abroad to Iceland and making it cdsgoy for Icelandic
PhD students to go abroad for at least one semeéstarg their studies.

This strategy might possibly be combined with dep#lg joint degree
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programmes. It should further be mentioned thatraber of the master ‘s
students, with whom the committee spoke, were weugh aware of the
problem and therefore intended to go abroad for Btudies at various,
mainly American and European universities, as & hAvays been the
tradition in Iceland.
The committee understands very well the argumeat kbelandic universities
require PhD programmes in order to become competitt also notes that the
potential for inbreeding is being tackled in a n@mof ways.

10.  During the discussion with the Rector we were presgwith the plans for
the new RU campus.

The committee was very impressed with the plane @bncept as well as the

buildings) and the layout of the new campus. Inapinion it is going to present a

great opportunity and a big challenge for RU to smovo the new surroundings,

but we are sure from our contacts with the managégnséaff and students at RU

that the challenge will be met in a well-organised intelligent way.

11. One of the weaknesses in the department seems t® $f®ortage of
technical and administrative staff. However, thenvndean (recently
recruited from USA) recognises the problem and grasnised to employ
more support staff.

The committee approves the decision to hire mochanieal and administrative

staff. Beyond doubt, this will be essential whea BhD programme comes into

effect. The expansion of the international offitceRdJ is also approved as the
recruitment and integration of foreign studentsaismajor, time-consuming

enterprise.

12.  Cooperation with industry in the development of BteD programme was
discussed and it was clearly stated that this vmagortant and very
necessary, especially in a small country like leéla

The committee agrees with this point of view andgasts that RU and the

Icelandic authorities investigate foreign models $mch cooperation, e.g. the
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industrial PhD programme in Denmark and various etedor tax incentives

related to investment in research.

13.

In discussion with students the housing situatiame up several times
and it was characterised as difficult and expensiVe learned, however,
that accommodation was now offered on the formernul8ary base in
Keflavik. Some students considered this is be tao &way from
Reykjavik, whereas others praised the arrangemettt,cheap rooms and

free buses to the city several times every day.

The committee supports any initiative which is takeo ease a difficult

accommodation situation, and this issue must bdladcif international

recruitment to PhD programmes in Iceland is to sadc

14.

In discussion with RU’s stakeholders it became rcteat the university
has massive support from Icelandic industry. Thsolves positive
opinions, trust and financial support. In additiomdustry finds it
important for RU, in terms of international competi, to be able to step
forward as a full and comprehensive university|udig offering PhD
programmes. The question of inbreeding is somethivay industrial
representatives are very much aware of and thegidgenthat it should be
dealt with by means of exchanges, the recruitmémternational students
and PhD courses being given in Iceland by inteonali experts in the

relevant subjects.

The committee was very impressed by the suppostiged by stakeholders and

supporters and congratulates RU on its strong ipasih Icelandic society and

among representatives of Icelandic industry.
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5 Recommendations

1. The University has made a well-written and focuapplication.
2. The application contained well-defined aims andeotiyes.
3. The application contained very precise statementseilation to the

questions (a — I) raised by the ministry.

4. RU has devoted management, staff and students.

5. The accreditation committee recommends that RUivengthe right to

award the degree of PhD in Computer Science.
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6 Signatures of the Accreditation Expert Committee.

Prof. Hans Peter Jensddenmark
Chairman

Ann Kettle, University of St Andrew§cotland

Prof. Emeritus Friedrich Seifeiermany
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Appendix 1: Agenda of site visit of Expert Committe eto
Reykjavik University 3 December 2007

9:00 Introduction to School of Computer Scienceeegch and Ph.D. programme
10:10 Coffee

10:30 Svafa Gronfeldt, Rector

11:15 University Council and Management
11:45 Facilities Tour

12:00 Lunch

13:00 Scientists — potential Ph.D. advisors
14:00 Potential Ph.D. students

15:00 Coffee

15:30 Stakeholders and supporters

16:00 Wrap-up
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Appendix 2: List of documents received

r o mmoow >

w oo vVozrXE

Application for PhD program in Computer Science
PhD Rules for Computer Science

2006 Annual Report for Computer Science
CV for Anna Ingolfsdottir

CV for Bjarni V. Halldorsson

CV for Bjorn Thor Jonsson

CV for Einar Steingrimsson

CV for Hannes Hogni Vilhjalmsson

CV for Hrafn Loftsson

CV for Kristinn R pdrisson

CV for Luca Aceto

CV for Magnus Mar Halldérssoni

CV for MohammadReza Mousavi

CV for Silvio Capobianco

C. CV for Yngvi Bjornsson

CV for Ulfar Erlingsson

CV for Yngvi Bjornsson

Learning Outcomes

Graduate Courses
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