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Research Policy of the Reykjavík University School of Law 

2013-2015 
 

 

Policy of the Reykjavík University School of Law on research 
 

Research in law will be conducted at the Reykjavik University School of 

Law in the interest of legal training and for the general benefit of society. 

The strategy of the School is to develop a solid regime research work at 

the School which will be recognised for its quality, both in Iceland and 

elsewhere.    

 

The research goals of the Reykjavík University School of Law are the 

following: 

 

1. The School will serve as a forum for teachers possessing the 

capacity and ambition to conduct research in law. This will be 

achieved by: 

 

a. granting tenure to teachers who display, or have displayed, 

undisputed ability to become outstanding scholars;  

 
Efforts will be made to grant tenure to teachers who have shown that they 

are, or have all the qualities needed to be, outstanding scholars. In this 

context account will be taken of their writings on academic subjects, their 

academic careers or, as applicable, their work as attorneys or lawyers. 

 

b. making research a significant part of the work of tenured 

teachers; 

 
The aim is for a significant part of the work of tenured teachers to consist 

in research. It will be assumed as a possibility that the weight of research 

in the work of individual teachers will be subject to negotiation.  

 

c. defining what constitutes research;   

 
Since it is assumed that as a general principle teachers' research will form 

a significant part of their duties, and that promotion will in most cases 

depend on their research contribution, it is important to define what 

constitutes research.  The School of Law defines research as consisting in 

the creation and dissemination of sound knowledge. Accordingly, 

scholarly work does not constitute research unless it involves the creation 

and publication of knowledge.  In evaluating the quality of research, 

attention should be focused primarily on visible critical appraisal by peers. 
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An important prerequisite for research quality is assurance of the 

independence and academic freedom of the researcher.  If these conditions 

are met, both research which is primarily of practical value for the 

economy and other types of research can be regarded as contributive. It is 

anticipated that the School will establish internal rules providing for the 

criteria to be applied in defining contributive research in this sense. 

 

d. active monitoring of the research contribution of tenured 

teachers;  

 
Each teacher needs to set research goals for a time frame of two years. The 

evaluation of whether and to what extent teachers have performed their 

research obligations will include an assessment of teachers' success in 

achieving these goals. The Dean of the School will monitor teachers' 

research contributions. 

 

e. taking account of teachers' research contribution in making 

decisions on their promotion;  

 
In accordance with generally accepted university practice, the policy is 

that, in principle, the promotion of tenured teachers from assistant 

professor to associate professor and subsequently to full professor should 

take place following a prior evaluation, where a significant emphasis is 

placed on the teacher's research work.  

 

f. providing tenured teachers carrying significant research 

obligations with opportunities to take research leave at 

regular intervals to focus exclusively on their research;  

 
Reykjavik University has established rules on research leave for teachers, 

which are intended to provide added support to teachers in their research 

work. It is also the university's policy to encourage foreign teachers to 

come to Iceland to engage in research and teaching.  

 

g. developing a quality library and providing access to quality 

information databases to facilitate research; 

 
The Library and Information Service of Reykjavik University specialises 

in the academic subjects taught at the university. The School of Law 

emphasises the importance of a library with a sound section on law as one 

of the main pillars of research at the School.  The role of the University 

Library and Information Service is, among other things, to support 

research at the University by collecting material that is relevant to the 

University's academic fields, making such material accessible and 

providing its users with diverse, modern and personal services. The 

University's Library and Information Service is an electronic knowledge 

source that aspires to be known for its advanced professionalism in the 
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field of library and information services and for its engagement in co-

operation with domestic and foreign libraries. Among other things, the 

Library and Information Service will seek to provide assistance to 

employees of the School of Law in finding sources for their research.  

 

h. ensuring for teachers access to expert knowledge within the 

University in order to facilitate access to research grants and 

defining the objectives and means of obtaining research 

funding; 

 
The aim is for the Research Centre of Reykjavik University to provide 

assistance to the employees of the RU School of Law in their applications 

to public research funds, both in Iceland and abroad. 
 

i. securing a share for the School of Law in research funding; 

 
In light of the above aims and practices, the School of Law has set itself 

the goal of obtaining a share in research funding from public funds in 

reasonable proportion to other universities and the other faculties of 

Reykjavik University. It is also the aim that a significant proportion of the 

funding needed for research should derive from domestic and foreign 

competitive funds. The School of Law intends to seek the support of the 

private sector regarding research in certain fields of law.  

 

j. creating favourable working facilities and conditions to 

engage in research; 

 
The School of Law aims to create for teachers at the School favourable 

working facilities to engage in research work and secure their access to 

domestic and foreign libraries and electronic databases to facilitate their 

research. Access will also be secured for teachers to staff possessing expert 

knowledge in locating sources.  The School also aims to enable teachers to 

participate in the research community in Iceland and abroad, e.g. through 

participation in meetings and conferences.  The School will respect the 

academic freedom of teachers. 

 

k. promoting the development of research institutes and 

research groups in law and promoting the participation by 

the School of law in interdisciplinary research institutes and 

research groups;  
 

The School of Law supports the development of research institutes and/or 

research groups in certain areas in line with the skills and knowledge 

available within the School. Also, the School encourages participation in 

multidisciplinary research institutes and research groups. 
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2. obtaining recognition of the School of Law in Iceland and abroad 

for its research in law and bringing the School into the front ranks 

of such research. This will be achieved by:  

 

a. the publication by teachers of their research in peer-reviewed 

scholarly works or in another accepted manner; 

 
In accordance with the School of Law's definition of research, scholarly 

work does not constitute research unless it involves the creation and 

publication of knowledge. In line with general practice, therefore, research 

will not be regarded as concluded until the results have been published and 

made accessible to the academic community, where they can be critically 

appraised, contribute to further creation of knowledge and form a part of 

the academic discourse. The School of Law emphasises that teachers' 

research should be published in a forum which is recognised in Iceland and 

elsewhere for quality. One of the most important forms of quality control 

in research is critical appraisal by peers prior to publication; the School of 

Law will therefore, in its evaluation of publications, focus on whether a 

work has been published in a peer-reviewed publication where at least one 

reviewer has critically appraised the research contribution of the teacher. 

Textbooks and other scholarly works in law can also constitute a research 

contribution. Even though such works are not peer-reviewed prior to 

publication, they should be considered as research contributions, provided 

that they involve extensive research work and contribution to the creation 

of knowledge in the area in question. The School of Law will establish 

further rules where accepted modes of publication of legal research will be 

defined in detail. For the purpose of promoting the recognition of the 

research work carried out in the School of Law both in Iceland and abroad, 

the School aims to secure assistance for teachers, e.g. in translation and 

proof reading, as needed. 

 

b. active participation by the School of Law's teachers and 

research institutions in the scientific community in Iceland 

and abroad and initiatives in organising research seminars 

and conferences;  

 
Participation in an active scientific community is an important aspect of 

research.  Such participation can consist, e.g., in collaboration in organised 

or informal networks of researchers and presentations of the conclusions of 

research at meetings and conferences.  Participation of this kind will 

enhance both the competence of researchers and the reputation of research 

at the School of Law.  The School will therefore support the participation 

by teachers in work of this kind and also encourage the teachers and 

research institutes of the School to take the initiative in bringing about 

such participation. 

 

c. initiative taken by the School of Law and its research 

institutions, or support in other form, with regard to the 
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publication of scientific works and series of works in 

Icelandic and other languages;  

 
The aim is for the School of Law to support ongoing publications or to 

take the initiative in launching new publications and series.  In this context 

the School will stress the quality of editorial work and critical review. For 

the purpose of promoting international recognition of the RU School of 

Law, the aim is to assess which of the material published by the School 

has a broad relevance and is therefore suitable for publication in languages 

other than Icelandic, as applicable. 

 

d. participation by teachers in the preparation of legislation; 

 
Even though such work does not constitute research in the narrowest sense 

of that term, it is the opinion of the RU School of Law that it would be 

advantageous for teachers to be given opportunities to offer their expert 

knowledge in the preparation or enactment of legislation so that society in 

general will benefit from their knowledge in this regard.  

 

e. participation by research institutions and individual teachers 

in the public discourse on legal affairs in Iceland and abroad 

and encouragement of such discourse; 

 
It is the opinion of the RU School of Law that teachers should be 

encouraged to use their knowledge in public discourse concerning matters 

that fall within their fields of expertise. At the same time that it is 

understood that teachers will publish the conclusions of their research, it is 

also assumed that they should encourage public discourse on matters 

relating to their respective fields of expertise, e.g. by organising seminars 

or conferences. 

 

 

3. ensuring an open and creative research environment. This will be 

achieved by: 

 

a. respecting the independence of teachers in their research; 

 
The future vision of Reykjavik University is to become an international 

university which is known for its robust research activities, dynamic 

teaching and strong ties with the economy.  The objective of the 

University and the School of Law with its participation in scientific work 

is to promote innovation in the economy and to improve the 

competitiveness of the Icelandic economy, and also to seek new 

knowledge for its own sake and strengthen the infrastructure of the 

Icelandic community.  Research conducted under the auspices of the RU 

School of Law is therefore not limited to certain areas of law or certain 

types of research.  Respecting teachers' independence in their research is 

the best means of ensuring an environment which is open, creative and 
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critical, as appropriate for a university which aspires to be at the forefront 

in the field of research. 

 

b. focusing on collaboration and engaging in research that 

supports innovation, technological development and 

international relations in the widest sense;  
 

Among the aspirations of Reykjavik University is extensive collaboration 

with enterprises, universities, organisations and scholars.  The RU School 

of Law will therefore place equal emphasis on encouraging research of 

practical value in co-operation with the private sector and other research in 

co-operation with other universities and groups of scholars in Iceland and 

elsewhere.  The School is also of the opinion that among the parties that 

should emphasise co-operation in research is the public sector, i.e. 

government and the courts of law, which have a formative impact on the 

infrastructure of Icelandic society and the competitiveness of the Icelandic 

economy. The RU School of Law also places equal emphasis on Icelandic 

subjects and international subjects and encourages both legal research and 

interdisciplinary research.     

 

  

4. students gaining knowledge and training in research.  This will be 

achieved by: 

 

a. providing students with the necessary academic foundation 

to enable them to engage in research; 

 
The condition for students receiving training in research work is their 

possession of sound knowledge of legal theory and the methodology of 

legal research.  
 

b. linking masters studies with research under the guidance of 

teachers; 
 

It is the policy of the RU School of Law to encourage student interest in 

legal research. A significant part of masters studies will be linked to 

research, thereby providing training to students in conducting research 

under the supervision and guidance of the teachers of the School.  

 

c. strengthening doctoral studies in the School;  
 

Organised doctoral studies are an important source of growth in research 

work.  Reykjavik University's School of Law will focus its efforts on 

strengthening and promoting doctoral studies. A strong programme of 

doctoral studies will support the research environment of the School. Also, 

such studies will give students opportunities and training in planning, 

organising and conducting independent legal research and thereby making 

an independent contribution to the creation of knowledge.   
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d. giving students opportunities to participate in research 

projects, e.g. by assisting teachers in their ongoing research 

work; 

 
It is emphasised that teachers should facilitate participation by students in 

research work. This should be done, among other things, by giving 

students an opportunity to work on elements of the research being done by 

their teachers.  In order to foster this element, steps should be taken to 

establish salaried positions for teachers' assistants. 

 

e. ensuring favourable facilities for students to engage in 

research; 

 
The RU School of Law aims to create for students at the School favourable 

working facilities to engage in research, e.g. through access to domestic 

and foreign libraries and electronic databases to facilitate their research. 

Access should also be secured for students to staff members possessing 

expert knowledge in locating sources. 

 

f. providing support to students in writing and publishing 

articles on legal issues in journals; 
 

One element of research is the publication of results, and such publication 

enables students to establish themselves as participants in research and in 

the public discourse. The aim is that teachers should encourage and 

support students and provide them with guidance on writing and 

publishing articles.  Such articles could, as applicable, be published as 

joint products of the teacher and student if the research work has been 

done at the masters level under the guidance of the teacher.   

 

 

  

 

 

 

Approved at a faculty meeting of the Reykjavik University School of Law on 8 

February 2013. 


