General information
The University of Bologna is situated in many of the old buildings in the centre of Bologna and contributes greatly to the vibrant student life of the city. The school has 100.000 students, many of which are exchange students. The main city of Bologna has 380.000 people although the metropolitan contains around 1.000.000 people. The school has faculties in almost every field and the feeling we got was the history and literature was the most dominant one although in history it was known for it’s teachings of law. 
Practical Information

We don’t remember there being an official information package but all the information needed for incoming students was given at the school’s website. We encountered no problems with our travel arrangement as they were really simple and we didn’t bother with getting a visa as all the students we met there told us not to since we were only staying for 5 months.

The academic calendar for spring semester starts in late February and lasts till the second half of May. It is then when the examinations begin and they last for the biggest part of the summer and you can choose between 3 or four dates to take your exam. 

The reception was small and simple, when you had signed into the school there was a meeting with multiple incoming students and we were given instructions on how to proceed.

Finding accommodation in Bologna shouldn’t pose to much of a problem but it might be a bit difficult if you don’t know any Italian or anyone who knows Italian that is willing to help you so we recommend having secured a place to stay at least for the first week or two of your arrival.

Costs aren’t too high. You could get away with spending 250 euros per month for rent in the centre if you are willing to stay in a double bedroom but for a single bedroom in the centre costs should be about 450 – 500 euros per month. And you don’t necessarily have to be in the centre. Bus systems are good and being just outside the centre shouldn’t make too much of a difference. Cost of foods is cheap, don’t know the average you would spend a month but you go a lot out to restaurants to eat as many of them are quite cheap. We would guess somewhere around 450 euros would be close.
There is a special international office in every single faculty and they are very willing to help you with everything you need and give you all the information you need.

By signing up for ESN Bologna at your arrival you are guaranteed to meet a lot of new people and have a ton of events and trips that you can attend.

You might come across some language difficulties if you don’t know Italian as Italians don’t speak good English and some of them speak none at all. All of our classes were however taught in English so we had no problems, but we recommend getting familiar with the language as soon as possible.
Our stay here in Bologna has made us more broadminded and has given us  the chance to experience a culture completely different than what we’re used to and we believe that it will give us an advantage on the labour market in the future.

Academic Information

Most courses are taught in Italian but English speaking courses are available and those are the ones we took and the exams are either written or oral. We believe that studying in Italy is bit easier than in Iceland as it is completely voluntary if you attend the classes or just read the book and show up for exams. If you choose the latter there are no mandatory assignments you need to hand in. The teachings are primarily theoretical but it can differ between classes and if you chose to attend classes. The professors mainly use lectures but some courses utilize group work and case studies. The workload we would say is a bit easier. We were taking 9 credit courses that feel similar to 6 credit courses in Iceland. It is a really big university so you can easily go unnoticed by the teachers however if you have any questions for them you can easily talk to them after classes, during office hours and via e-mail. The relationship between students looked pretty good. We didn’t socialize much with the people in our classes as we didn’t attend most of them so most of the people we socialized with we from other faculties.
All of the study material in our classes was in English and covered the material in both broad and detailed ways and exams were pretty straightforward from the book where you needed 18 out of 30 points to pass.
Libraries and study rooms don’t have the same opening hours as in Iceland. It closes at six o’clock during the weekday, at noon on Saturdays and is closed on Sundays. They have free wifi for all students on campus as well as computer rooms with open computers and most study material is published on the school’s web.

	Course Name
	Prereq.
	Exam
	Major at RU
	Approved as

	Accounting
	None
	Written
	Engineering management
	Elective

	Microeconomics
	None
	Written
	Engineering management
	Elective

	Organizational Behaviour
	None
	Written
	Engineering management
	Elective 
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