
Name of the University: Sogang University 
Names of the students: Arnar Ingason 
Exchange semester: 1  Spring, 2010 
 
 
I GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL 
 
1. Describe the school and its surroundings – very short 

All buildings on one large campus, 5 minute walk to the nearest subway station, a bus 
stop outside the main gate. On the campus are Library, diners, coffee shops, 
convenience store, sport facility etc 

2. Current faculty divisions and special areas. 
24. Majors and 10. Interdisciplinary programs. Undergrad; School of: Humanities, Social 
Sciences, Natural Sciences, Engineering, Economics, ‚Communication, and Sogang 
Business School .Grad; Graduate School of: Public Policy, Education, Economics, Mass 
Communication, Information and Technology 

3. Number of students - graduate and undergraduate – number of exchange students 
11.500 undergrad. 3.600 grad. About 3.000 foreign students every year. 

4. Study structure 
Semesters, first semester March to Jun. Second semester September to December.  
3-credits equals 6-ECT. 

 
II PRACTICAL INFORMATION  
 
Information before you left 
 When did you receive the information package from the University? 

3. weeks before. 
 Any difficulties? 

No. 
Visa Procedure and travel experiences 
 What problems, if any did you encounter? 

No problems. 
 Does the visa cost anything? 

Yes, there is no Korean embassy in Iceland, so I had to send it to Norway, they take care 
of Iceland. 

 How did you order your ticket – any problems? 
I did it myself on www.dohop.com. Is the cheapest way. 

 
Academic Calendar 
 Arrival date – introductory week 

February 25-27
th
. Introduction day, February 28

th
. 

 First day of the semester? 
March 2. 

 Last day of classes? 
Jun 11

th
. 

 Examination period? 
Mid-term April 19-24

th
. Final Jun 14-19

th
. 

 Any special events? 
Many events, especially for exchange students, every other weekend. 

 
Reception 
 How was the reception at the school? 

Very good. Introduction meeting and welcome dinner. Every 2-exchange student got 2 
Korean buddy´s to help with whatever you needed. A pickup on the airport was also 
available if one needed. 

 Was the administration and faculty well prepared for your arrival? 
Yes. 

 Did the school’s students participate in the reception of the exchange students? 
Yes, many. 

 

http://www.dohop.com/


Housing 
 Did you have housing at your disposal or did you have to find your own housing? 

I found my own housing, but a place at the dormitory was also available. 
 What support did you receive from the school in locating housing? 

None if you do not stay at the dormitory. 
 Any special issues or good ideas for prospective students? 

Bring spare passport photos, and no mobile phone´s except Korean phones do work in 
Korea. The Korean student buddy will help you find a phone. 

 
Costs 
 Describe the most important expenses such as rent, books, food, etc. 

4 books cost around 20.000kr. Rent is similar to Reykjavik. Food in markets is cheap. 
Medium restaurant meal is around 1000kr. 

 
The International Office 
 Is there an international office?  

Yes. 
 Who is responsible for incoming exchange students? 

Seon Mee Kye for Europe.  goabroad4@sogang.ac.kr  
 How does the international office function? 

Standard open office hours. 
 Do you receive all relevant information? 

No. You have to be “awake” yourself. 
 
Exchange promotion 
 What kind of activity did you take part in to promote exchange to Iceland at your 

exchange university? 
There is no such promotion here. 

 
Social Activities 
 How is your relationship with other students? 

Good. 
 How is the relationship among the exchange students? 

Good. 
 Is there a student organization, and if so, are the exchange students part of it? 

There are many student organizations 20-30. One is especially for exchange students 
and Korean students that wants to get to know the exchange students. 

 Are there any special activities and gatherings for exchange students? 
Yes 

 How do you like it at the school? 
It is a great experience, good and fun school.  

 
Culture and Language 
 Do you have any language problems with the faculty or other students? 

Yeas a lot, much fewer speak English than I expected.  
 How are the possibilities to experience the country and the culture? 

Many possibilities, there are several trips over the semester for exchange students to 
experience the country and culture. 

 
Cultural and Social Effects from the Exchange Experience 
 How do you think the exchange experience will affect you from a cultural and social point 

of view? 
Not sure 

 How do you think the exchange experience influences your future career possibilities? 
It will definitely affect it in a good way. 

 
 
III ACADEMIC INFORMATION 
 
The Teaching situation 

mailto:goabroad4@sogang.ac.kr


 In which language are the courses taught? Any problems? 
Most in Korean but many are taught in English. 

 How would you evaluate the level of study in relationship to the level at RU? 
Similar. 

 Is the teaching primarily practical or theoretical? 
Theoretical. 

 Are the professors using cases, group work or lectures (or a mix)? 
Lectures. 

 How is the workload compared to that at RU? 
Similar. 

 How is the relationship between faculty and students? 
Good, all faculty have their office hour. 

 What is the relationship between the students in the classroom? 
Good. 

 
Required Literature 
 Is the literature in English? 

Yes. But only in the English speaking classes. 
 How do you estimate the level of the literature? 

Same as in RU. 
 Is the literature used for detailed knowledge or a broad overview? 

Both. 
 Is exam based on the literature or on the lectures? 

Mostly lectures. 
 
Exams 
 What types of exams were you given? 

Midterm and final. 
 What knowledge level was required to pass the exams? 

Attend classes and do your homework. 
 
Other 
 Do students have easy access to the library and it’s resources? 

Yes 
 How is the access to the computers?  

Good, but only on certain times. There is a wireless network over all the campus. 
 How is IT used in the teaching or as a distributor of information? 

Different between teachers, some used the IT but others had their own web page. 
 

Description of Courses 
Please list all the courses you are taking in the form below:  

 Name and code of the course 
 Prerequisites, if any 
 Exam form 
 Comments: Relevance, Difficult/easy, Practical/theoretical, Enrolment problems  
 
Example: 
Course name:  Prereq.  Exam  Major at RU Approved as 

(Common/elective/extra) 
ECO2001 Economics. None  Written  Engineering Common 
ECO2006 Microecon. ECO2001 Written  Engineering Common 
EEE3131 Electronics None  Written  Engineering Common 
EEE2101 Electromagnetics. None Written  Engineering Common 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Please fill in all the courses you have taken  
 

Any other experiences: 

  
 



Names and e-mails: 
Arnar Ingason 
Arnari06@ru.is 


