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I GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL
1. Describe the school and its surroundings – very short
Heriot-Watt University is based in Riccarton, just outside Edinburgh in Scotland. The school
buildings are very traditional from the 60´s. A neat green area surrounds the university
campus.
2. Current faculty divisions and special areas.
These are the schools at Heriot-Watt Universtity:
School of Engineering and Physical Sciences School of Mathematical and
Computer Sciences School of the Built Environment
School of Life Sciences School of Management and Languages
School of Textiles and Design
Edinburgh Business School
Institute of Petroleum Engineering
3. Number of students - graduate and undergraduate – number of exchange students
According to Wikipedia, about 10.500 students attend HW-University at the Riccarton
Campus, divided almost equally between undergraduate and postgraduate levels. The MBA
program at HW is important to them and many students from other universities come to HW
to complete their masters degrees. The total number of exchange students is unknown to me,
but in the program I attended, M.Sc. in Construction Project Management, I was the only
exchange student. Maybe not so unexpected since the M.Sc. program at only has a duration
of one year.
4. Study structure
Undergraduates attend for 4 years and the postgraduates for one year. The school also offers
MBA programs (Edinburgh Business School) and Ph.D. degrees.
II PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Information before you left
_ When did you receive the information package from the University?
The Information pack arrived in November, just after I had contacted the HW-administration.
_ Any difficulties?
No difficulties. Everything was very fast, smooth and well taken care of.
Visa Procedure and travel experiences
_ What problems, if any did you encounter? No problems with visa.
_ Does the visa cost anything?
_ How did you order your ticket – any problems? I ordered flight-tickets online, Reykjavik-
Glasgow. From Glasgow one has the options of bus or trains to get to Edinburgh. The
train costs twice as much as the bus (11 pounds for a single), but takes about 2/3 of the
bus journey time.


Academic Calendar
_ Arrival date
I arrived on the 7th January, last Friday before school start. Would have wanted to
arrive earlier, but the prices on flight tickets vary very much between dates so this
was the only reasonable option.
_ First day of the semester?
The first day was January 11th. There was no introductory week, but it wasn´t
necessary either so no harm was done there.
_ Last day of classes?
The last day of classes was the 28th of March.
_ Examination period?
My exams were in the start of May, but the examination period is from 20th of April
to 15th of May.
Reception
_ How was the reception at the school?
Offered everything I needed with friendly and helpful staff.
_ Was the administration and faculty well prepared for your arrival?
I was received by Professor Steve Wallis. who handles the international affairs for
the School of the Built Environment. He guided me around and set me off well. No
problems here.
_ Did the school’s students participate in the reception of the exchange students?
There were a couple of nights where the exchange students in the School of the
Built environment met for drinks at a pub downtown. None of the other exchange
students attended my program, but it was nice to meet some other exchange
students.
Housing
_ Did you have housing at your disposal or did you have to find your own housing?
I found my own housing, rented a 2 bedroom flat in west Edinburgh.
_ What support did you receive from the school in locating housing?
None, didn´t ask for it either.
_ Any special issues or good ideas for prospective students?
The leasing market is not hard to get into, but 6 months minimum contracts are to
be expected. If you only stay for say 4 months, there is a possibility of rent
refunding, but it cost some work and e-mail wars with the landlords. It can also be
expected that the rent has to be pre-paid, unless you are in close contact with
somebody who has lived in the UK for a minimum of 3 years, and who is prepared
to vouch for your reliability with payments.
Costs
_ Describe the most important expenses such as rent, books, food, etc.
Books are about 25-30 pounds on amazon.co.uk, but more expensive on campus
and in book stores. Rent was 600 pounds/month for a 2 bedroom flat, which is
quite expensive for a single person. Single persons should be able to find
something smaller and cheaper very easily. Food can be expected to cost about 5
pounds a day per person or even less, with the student style of tea and noodles ☺.
The International Office
_ Is there an international office?
Yes, there is somewhere in the school. They are normally reached by email, but I
am sure that they also exist physically in real life ☺.


_ Who is responsible for incoming exchange students?
Sue Moore is the person in charge of international students, but the person that
took care of my issues war Steve Wallis.
_ How does the international office function?
Everything is well organized and there was really absolutely nothing to complain
about.
_ Do you receive all relevant information?
Everything and even more.
Exchange promotion
_ What kind of activity did you take part in to promote exchange to Iceland at your
exchange university?
We decided that students that would consider Iceland as an option (has only just
been promoted) would be directed to me with their questions and to give them
good advice, so I am looking forward to that. The M.Sc. program is not really an
option here, because it is only 1 year.
Social Activities
_ How is your relationship with other students?
I got to know a good handful of people there that I will stay in touch with. There is a
slight weakness regarding this in the M.Sc. program at HW, since they don´t rely on
group work at all. This made it a bit harder to get to know other students, since
classes were really just 2 days a week for 3 hours. So it is up to yourself as so
many other things.
_ How is the relationship among the exchange students? Very friendly.
Is there a student organization, and if so, are the exchange students part of it?
There is one, but from what I saw, the only people interested in the organization are
those running for positions within it.
_ Are there any special activities and gatherings for exchange students?
I met them a couple of times for drinks along with, which was arranged by HW.
There are also free meals on Wednesdays at the school, but these are for
everybody.
_ How do you like it at the school?
It was a bit lonely from time to time, but that can be expected everywhere I think. In
general I liked the campus and its atmosphere. It is much larger than Reykjavik
University and the feel of anonymity is therefore present. Nonetheless, it is not too
big at all. Generally enjoyable.
Culture and Language
_ Do you have any language problems with the faculty or other students? None.
_ How are the possibilities to experience the country and the culture?
All the possibilities you would want are present in Edinburgh. Public transport i.e. buses,
trains and flights are all in Edinburgh, so you could go anywhere you want,
Scotland or other corners of the world. The Scottish culture is very visible
downtown Edinburgh, with many tourists and veteran bagpipe players playing for
your enjoyment.
Cultural and Social Effects from the Exchange Experience
_ How do you think the exchange experience will affect you from a cultural and social point
of view?
It is all good experience from my point of view. There was no cultural shock and it
is not really far from home, but a good experience, not least linguistic, for me.


_ How do you think the exchange experience influences your future career possibilities?
It can only improve my possibilities. It is difficult to say how and when, but it
improves your skills.
III ACADEMIC INFORMATION
The Teaching situation
_ In which language are the courses taught? Any problems?
All courses were taught in English and they went on without any problems
whatsoever.
_ How would you evaluate the level of study in relationship to the level at RU?
This is always a difficult one to decide. I would say that the construction
management teaching at RU is more general and business oriented, while at HW, it
is more directed towards construction. This is of course largely due to the sizes of
these departments at each institution.
I would say that the academic level is higher at Heriot-Watt University. The division
is more mature and has lecturers that have experience and specialize with
construction management. At RU, the construction management lecturers are a
mixture from here and there in all sorts of business. This makes the teaching less
construction oriented at RU. It could be considered a strength that the RU
construction management considers other lines of business, which it should, but
the fact is that RU construction management is not very construction related,
which on occasion gives students a hard time in relating the teaching subjects to
the work of a construction manager, which is the whole idea with this.
_ Is the teaching primarily practical or theoretical?
The classes I attended were only theoretical.
_ Are the professors using cases, group work or lectures (or a mix)?
Mixture, but not much reliance on group work.
_ How is the workload compared to that at RU?
Different. Study assessment is not based on a group of assignments that are
turned in along the semester as in RU. Out of 4 courses that I attended, 3 of them
were assessed based on a single exam or paper. The last one had an exam and a
paper that weighed 50% each. This pushes the workload towards the end of the
semester.
More work had to be put into these papers than at RU, and I think I studied more at
HW then I did at RU. So, the workload is likely a bit higher at Heriot-Watt.
_ How is the relationship between faculty and students?
Not quite as close and homely as in RU, with more students attending the classes.
We still had no problems reaching lecturers or other faculty when needed. The
relationships were relaxed, informal and friendly.
_ What is the relationship between the students in the classroom?
Friendly, relaxed and enjoyable. With people from many countries and cultures, it
was quite funny from time to time, with the Arabs always hugging and kissing, and
Indians eating curry all day long. But it is really just healthy to experience these
cultures.
Required Literature
_ Is the literature in English? Yes
_ How do you estimate the level of the literature?
Basically, all material used was top class and up to date. There was access to
everything we needed.


_ Is the literature used for detailed knowledge or a broad overview?
Books and notes were for broad overview. Detailed knowledge had to be sought
with academic journal papers and other references.
_ Is exam based on the literature or on the lectures? Both
Exams
_ What types of exams were you given?
2 hour exams where the student had to answer 3 out of 5 essay questions.
_ What knowledge level was required to pass the exams?
The mark 40 or D is required to pass. It is not the same percentage scale as in RU,
so getting 85+ is basically impossible. The passing level would be about the same
as in RU I would say.
Other
_ Do students have easy access to the library and it’s resources? Yes
_ How is the access to the computers?
Good. Wife internet everywhere and stationary computers are in computer labs.
_ How is IT used in the teaching or as a distributor of information?
Notes, announcements and all information is distributed on the internet. HW uses a
“program” called Vision for distribution of material.
Description of Courses
Please list all the courses you are taking in the form below:
_ Name and code of the course
_ Prerequisites, if any
_ Exam form
_ Comments: Relevance, Difficult/easy, Practical/theoretical, Enrolment problems
Example:
Course name: . Exam Major at RU Approved as
Construction Financial Management 2 hour Written Compulsory
Project Management – Strategic issues 2 hour + coursework Written Compulsory
Sustainable Practices for Coursework Written Elective
Facilities Management
Management of information systems Coursework Written Elective
All courses were theoretical. The first two were very relevant and in my opinion they should
also be taught similarly at Reykjavik University. Regarding the project management course at
RU, it is good as a general baseline, but does not have anything particular to do with
construction.
The second two were not as relevant, but not irrelevant either, as they were more specialized
in each direction.
None of the courses were a walkover. I haven´t received any grades yet, but in my opinion
the easiest was the sustainability course, and the hardest was PM-Strategic. This estimate is
though very related to the course workload.
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Please fill in all the courses you have taken
Names and e-mails:
Andri Már Reynisson - andrir10@ru.is – 867-9858
They are very welcome to contact me
