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I GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL

1. Describe the school and its surroundings – very short

The school was located by the “quai” in the neighborhood of Chartrons with a view of the river which runs through Bordeaux. The building was quite old and charming, from the outside it didn't  really look like a university but just a normal building. 


2. Current faculty divisions and special areas.
The faculty consisted of teachers and people with experience from the business world. They did not have professors. This was a business school so there was only one faculty, only business.


3. Number of students - graduate and undergraduate – number of exchange students

There were only undergraduate students at the ECE, around 500 students. The exchange students were about 20.


4. Study structure

We took many courses which were each around 3-4 credits. The whole promotion of students was divided into marketing and finance modules. I was in the marketing module. We had around 8-10 lectures a week approximately, each week we had a different timetable. The study material mainly consisted of the lecture notes from the teacher and occasionally some articles that were given to us to read.

II Practical Information 

Information before you left
· When did you receive the information package from the University?
In December.


· Any difficulties?

No none at all.


Visa Procedure and travel experiences
· What problems, if any did you encounter?
There was no visa required as I’m an EEA citizen. I flew from Reykjavik to Paris and then took the train to Bordeaux. The only difficulties I experienced was with my luggage.


· Does the visa cost anything?

· How did you order your ticket – any problems?
I ordered my ticket online without any problems at all.

Academic Calendar

· Arrival date – introductory week
I arrived on Feb. 6th. The introductory day was Feb. 10th

· First day of the semester?
The first day was Feb. 14th.

· Last day of classes?
May 13th

· Examination period?
18- 20th May

· Any special events?
There were many events over the semester that were organized by the student associations in the school. 

Reception
· How was the reception at the school?
The reception was very good, on our introduction day they offered us some refreshments and spoke to us about the school and the courses we would take, they also explained to us how the timetable worked. We also had a look at our learning agreements with the advisors from the international office. The international office had then organized some games for us where we got a chance to meet our buddies. They also invited us all to lunch. Everything was very nice.

· Was the administration and faculty well prepared for your arrival?
Yes I think so.


· Did the school’s students participate in the reception of the exchange students?
Yes they did, they had organized a buddy program and the buddy’s were the ones who has organized all the games for us. It’s worth mentioning that the purpose of these games was to help us get to know the city better and it’s history.


Housing
· Did you have housing at your disposal or did you have to find your own housing?
I had to find my own housing.


· What support did you receive from the school in locating ho using?
They sent us some offers via email before my arrival but I ended up finding housing on my own online.


· Any special issues or good ideas for prospective students?
I would highly recommend that prospective students try living with a French student to help them improve their French. There is a useful site that I found called appartager.com, there you can find collocation offers. That’s the site that I used and it turned out great for me!

Costs
· Describe the most important expenses such as rent, books, food, etc.
My rent was 345 Euros a month, that was including internet but excluding charges. We had to pay for the electricity and water on our own. Food was not that expensive compared to in Iceland, especially not if you went to the market, there the prices were very good. I didn’t have to buy any books as French universities don’t use books in their instruction. 

The International Office
· Is there an international office? 
Yes there was an international office and they had open hours for students almost every day.


· Who is responsible for incoming exchange students?
It was the international office. We actually did not have much contact with the head of the international office as we mainly communicated with his assistants, his name was Philippe Racineux though.


· How does the international office function?
They are open to students 4 days a week sometimes before noon and sometimes in the afternoon. They had one lady who was in charge of finding housing for incoming students, one was in charge of learning agreements and course selection and the third one’s tasks I’m not quite sure about. Then there was of course the head of the international office.


· Do you receive all relevant information?

Yes I received all the information I needed.

Exchange promotion

· What kind of activity did you take part in to promote exchange to Iceland at your exchange university?
There was a day that was organized by the international office where all the Erasmus students came to introduce their country to prospective exchange students. I participated in that day and showed some pictures and videos of Iceland to the students.

Social Activities
· How is your relationship with other students?
My relationship with the other students was very good. I made very good friends with the Erasmus students as well as with the French students, they were all very welcoming to the Erasmus students and invited us to join them when they met up for partying and such things.


· How is the relationship among the exchange students?
It was very good, we all got along great. We were mainly girls actually, although there was one guy. We did many things together and organized many trips as well.

· Is there a student organization, and if so, are the exchange students part of it?

· Yes there were some student organizations but no the exchange students were not a part of it.


· Are there any special activities and gatherings for exchange students?
There weren’t any activities organized specifically for the exchange students by the organizations at the school but there were of course larger Erasmus associations in Bordeaux which organized activities.


· How do you like it at the school?
I really liked the social life at the school, it was very active and it shook all the students together. They often had big parties at bars or clubs. It gave us an opportunity to meet new people. The French students at the schools were all a little younger than me though, the difference was 2-3 years but that didn’t pose many problems, they were all very mature. The Erasmus students were my age though, around 23.

Culture and Language
· Do you have any language problems with the faculty or other students?
In the beginning it was a bit difficult to communicate in French but they all speak very good English. Towards the end though I was starting to communicate with them only in French though.


· How are the possibilities to experience the country and the culture?
The possibilities were endless. Bordeaux is a very cultural city with many museums and of course many great restaurants and wine bars. The tourist office often had trips specifically organized for students as well .e.g. tours of vineyards, they were always much cheaper than the normal trips on offer.

Cultural and Social Effects from the Exchange Experience
· How do you think the exchange experience will affect you from a cultural and social point of view?
It has made me much more open to cultures and more accepting of different ways of thinking. It has also made me more interested in travelling and discovering the world. Socially it has given me more self esteem and made me realize that I can make friends easily wherever I go so I don’t have to be afraid of being alone the next time I move abroad…..and there will for sure be a next time!


· How do you think the exchange experience influences your future career possibilities?
I think it will make my CV a lot more interesting as it shows that I am open and flexible. I also think that the language skills I developed while in France will help me a lot as I have very few difficulties with the language now. My dream is to work for an international institution in the future and almost every institution requires knowledge of the French language, since I have that now I will have a better chance at getting employment there.

III ACADEMIC INFORMATION

The Teaching situation
· In which language are the courses taught? Any problems?
They were both in French and English. In the beginning I had difficulties with the French courses but after a month it was already a lot easier.


· How would you evaluate the level of study in relationship to the level at RU?
I would say that the level of study is different. It seemed to be not as profound as at RU, it was maybe a bit superficial in comparison. The students got some knowledge about many subjects but the knowledge was not very in depth. These factors contributed to the fact that in my opinion the level was a bit lower than at RU.


· Is the teaching primarily practical or theoretical?
Practical.


· Are the professors using cases, group work or lectures (or a mix)?
They use a mix of them all. 


· How is the workload compared to that at RU?
The workload over the semester was fairly light compared to RU but around the exams it became very heavy. We took almost 10 exams in 3 days so that meant 4 exams per day sometimes. That was very stressful and different from RU where you normally have 2-3 days between exams.


· How is the relationship between faculty and students?
It was different from at RU. I felt like the teachers treated us as children, they often scolded us for small things that the professors at RU would not have done.


· What is the relationship between the students in the classroom?
The relationship was good, we were always in the same class and everyone was fairly close friends.

Required Literature
· Is the literature in English?
There was not a lot of literature, they don’t use books there. Sometimes they distributed articles but the language depended on the course language.


· How do you estimate the level of the literature?
The level of most of the articles was not very difficult.


· Is the literature used for detailed knowledge or a broad overview?
The articles were mainly case studies so yes they contained detailed knowledge about a specific case.


· Is exam based on the literature or on the lectures?
It was based on the lectures, although sometimes you were asked to refer to a case study.

Exams
· What types of exams were you given?
The exams were 1-2 hours long and all written. Sometimes they were case studies and sometimes questions based on knowledge from the lectures. There was a final exam period where we took most of the exams but we did finish some final exams during the semester as well.


· What knowledge level was required to pass the exams?

You had to have studied the lectures or PowerPoint slides from the teachers and the notes you took down in the lectures.

Other

· Do students have easy access to the library and it’s resources?
I never found a library there.


· How is the access to the computers? 
The access was good and they had free printing. They had one big computer room with around 15 computers which everyone could access. To access you needed to use a code given to you in the beginning of the semester.


· How is IT used in the teaching or as a distributor of information?
They had an intranet which most teachers uploaded the slides from the lectures on, there you could also find extracurricular material. You were also allocated an email address which the teachers used to communicate with the students. Some teachers did not upload slides on the intranet but distributed them on paper instead but sometimes the notes they distributed were different and not as profound as the PowerPoint shows they used in the lecture, then it was crucial to take good notes in class. 

Description of Courses
Please list all the courses you are taking in the form below: 

· Name and code of the course

· Prerequisites, if any

· Exam form

· Comments: Relevance, Difficult/easy, Practical/theoretical, Enrolment problems 

Example:

Course name:

Prereq.

Exam

Major at RU
Approved as

(Common/elective/extra)

Merchandising

none

written

business
elective
International marketing
none

written

business
elective
Human Resource mgmt. none

written

business
elective

Corporate strategy
none

written

business
elective

PGE


none

written

business
elective

Management

mgmt. 1-2
group exam
business
elective

Droit des contrats
none

presentation
business
elective

Strategic marketing
none

written

business
elective
Approche des marché ext. none

presentation
business
elective

Green Marketing
none

written

business
elective


…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please fill in all the courses you have taken 

Merchandising: fairly difficult calculations, practical
International mktg: easy, practical
HRM: easy, practical
Corporate strategy: easy lectures but difficult exam, practical
PGE: difficult, theoretical

Management: easy, practical
Droit des contrats: theoretical, easy

Strategic marketing: more difficult, practical
Approches des marché ext. : easy, practical, final exam was a 100% presentation
Green Marketing: more difficult, very detailed semester exams, practical

Any other experiences:


On the whole my Erasmus experience was very good and it taught me so many things about myself as well as other cultures and languages. Even though the school was different (and strange sometimes) from what I was used to at home in the end you realize that the important thing is that you were able to adapt to these differences and respect them. In my opinion that’s what Erasmus is all about, opening up to new horizons and being able to adapt to a new culture.

Names and e-mails:
The International Office will appreciate if you will inform about your e-mail addresses, so that other students can contact you for more information.

Sonja09@ru.is

